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Five ways to fight the winter chill and save energy
We all have our favorite season. 
Some people love crisp, cool 
weather and bundling up under a 
favorite blanket, while others prefer 
the warm temperatures summer 
brings and all fun outdoor activities 
that go with it. 

But there’s one thing we can all 
agree on: high winter bills are never 
fun. Corn Belt Energy is here to 
help you find ways to manage your 
home energy use and keep winter 
bills in check. 

Here are five tips to help increase 
your home’s energy efficiency this 
winter:

Mind the thermostat. This is one 
of the easiest ways to manage your 

home energy use. We recommend 
setting your thermostat to 68 
degrees (or lower) when you’re 
home. When you’re sleeping or 
away for an extended period of 

time, try setting it between 58 and 
62 degrees; there’s no need to heat 
your home when you’re away or 
sleeping and less active. 

Button up your home. The 
Department of Energy estimates 
that air leaks account for 24% to 
40% of the energy used for heating 

and cooling a home. Caulking and 
weather stripping around windows 
and doors is another simple, cost-
effective way to increase comfort 
and save energy. If you can feel 
drafts while standing near a window 
or door, it likely needs to be sealed. 

Use window coverings wisely. 
Open blinds, drapes or other 

window coverings during the day 
to allow natural sunlight in to 
warm your home. Close them at 
night to keep the cold, drafty air 
out. If you feel cold air around 
windows, consider hanging curtains 
or drapes in a thicker material; 
heavier window coverings can make 
a significant difference in blocking 
cold outdoor air. 

Consider your approach to 
appliance use. When combined, 
appliances and electronics account 
for a significant chunk of our 
home energy use, so assess how 
efficiently you’re using them. For 
example, if you’re running the 

dishwasher or clothes washer, only 
wash full loads. Look for electronic 
devices that consume energy even 
when they’re not in use, like phone 
chargers or game consoles. Every 
little bit helps, so unplug them to 
save energy.
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Think outside the box. If you’re 
still feeling chilly at home, think of 

other ways to warm up––beyond 
dialing up the thermostat. Add 
layers of clothing, wear thick socks 
and bundle up under blankets. You 
can even add layers to your home! 
If you have hard-surface flooring, 
consider purchasing an area rug to 
block cold air that leaks in through 
the floor.

If you’re taking steps to save energy 
but continue to see major increases 
in your bills, give us a call at 309-
662-5330. Corn Belt Energy’s energy 
experts can help identify areas and 

other factors impacting your home 
energy use and recommend next 
steps for savings.

Winter months often bring some 
of the highest energy bills of the 
year. By being proactive about 
saving energy, you can increase the 
comfort of your home and reduce 
monthly bills. Visit our website at 
cornbeltenergy.com for additional 
energy-saving tips.

The holidays are upon us. For many, 
that means more celebrations 
with friends and family, travel, 
decorations, cooking and shopping. 
Corn Belt Energy wants you to stay 
safe during the holidays, so here 
are a few tips to consider as you 
gear up for the season.

We can’t guarantee that the hustle 
and bustle of the season won’t 
leave you with a few frayed nerves, 
but we can certainly help you avoid  
frayed wires.

Inspect your seasonal items
Many of us have treasured holiday 
mementos that we bring out of 
storage and proudly display every 
year. The holidays are also a time 
when we dust off specialized 
cooking gadgets that allow us 
to prepare our favorite seasonal 

treats. These items are often 
handed down through generations 
and might lack modern safety 
features.

Take a few moments to carefully 
inspect all your holiday items 
to ensure everything is in safe, 
working order. A few things to look 
out for include:
• Brittle insulation on wires
• Rodent damage to wires
• Chafed or frayed wires, 

especially at stress points
• Worn switches with the 

potential to short circuit
• Corroded metal parts
• Broken legs, unstable bases and 

other tip-over hazards 

Extension cords are temporary
When you asked your teacher for 
an extension on your term paper, 
it was a one-time thing, right? 
The same holds true for extension 
cords. They are designed for 
temporary use and should never be 
used as a permanent or long-term 
solution.

Never defeat safety devices
There are reasons why some 
devices have fuses, some plugs have 
three prongs instead of two and 
one prong is wider than the other 
on two-prong outlets. When those 
safety features get in the way of 

your grand holiday décor plans, you 
might be tempted to tamper with or 
defeat those features. Don’t do it! 
If your plugs won’t fit together, that 
means they’re not designed to work 
together. Rather than tampering 
with a safety feature, find a safe 
solution. 

Look up and live
When working outside with a 
ladder, be mindful of the location of 
overhead power lines. Always carry 
your ladder so that it is parallel to 
the ground. Before placing your 
ladder in an upright position, look 
around to ensure you are a safe 
distance from any power lines.

Read the fine print
If you take a few minutes to read 
and understand the specifications 
and limitations of your lights 
and other electrified holiday 
decorations, you can save yourself 
a great deal of work and frustration 
in the long run. For example, the 
tag at the end of an extension cord 
will tell you if it’s rated for outdoor 
use, whether it will remain flexible 
in cold temperatures and how 
much energy it can safely handle. 
Similarly, holiday lights will tell you 
how many strings can be safely 
linked together.

Tips for a safe and happy holiday season
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How long have you worked at Corn Belt Energy?
23 years

What is your role at Corn Belt Energy?
To check employees time entry to make sure 
they are paid correctly and that all their 
deductions are correct.  I'm also responsible for 
sending payroll taxes and doing quarterly taxes.  
I also do our ACA reporting and our W-2's and all 
the reporting that goes along with them.

What aspect of your role do you enjoy the most?
I enjoy being able to help my fellow co-workers 
out with any questions that they might have and 
interacting with them even if it's not something 
that I might know I will try to help them find the 
answer.
 
If there is one piece of advice that you could share 
with our members, what would it be?
Cherish the ones you love because tomorrow 
isn't promised.

Corn Belt Energy puts SAFETY FIRST. What safety 
tip would you share with our members?
Put your phone down while out and about so 
you can be aware of your surroundings. It only 
takes one second for something bad to happen.

What are your hobbies and outside interests?
I like spending time with friends and family 
which includes my 4 legged fur children.  I love 
spending the summers by the pool.  In the 
winter I love to bake and make candies but most 
of all I love to travel to warmer places in the 
winter like Jamaica or Florida.

Who or what inspires you?
My dad inspired me to be the person I am today.

If you had to select a hashtag to describe yourself, 
what would it be?
#don'tlikehonestdon'taskme

Nicki Richards
Payroll Accountant

Meet our employees

Are you a teacher, school 
administrator or know of a local 
school that could use additional 
funding for educational purposes?

Corn Belt Energy is now accepting 
applications for our 2023 Education 
Grants Program. Five schools that 
serve children of Corn Belt electric 
members will each be awarded a 
$1,500 grant and one school will 
be awarded the $2,000 Jeff Reeves 
Memorial Education Grant to fund 
innovative programs that enrich 
students’ education. 

Teachers and administrators of 
public or private K-12 schools may 
apply; the facility does not need to 
receive electricity from Corn Belt 
Energy, but must serve families 
within our footprint in Central 
Illinois. 

The application deadline is 
December 31, 2022, and grants  
will be awarded in spring of 
2023. The application and further 
details can be found online at 
cornbeltenergy.com. 

Education grants available
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Help us keep our records up-to-date
If you have changed your phone 
number or disconnected your 
landline phone and are now using 
a cell phone number, Corn Belt 
Energy would like for you to help us 
keep our records updated. 

Check your latest bill stub or log in 
to your online SmartHub account to 
see which number(s) are currently 
linked to your account. Phone 
numbers listed on your account 
can be found in SmartHub by going 
to My Account > Notifications > 

Manage Contacts. You may also add 
additional phone contacts on this 
screen. 

To update your phone number(s), 
simply call us at 309-662-5330, 
email us at cbec@cornbeltenergy.
com, or correct the info on your 
next bill stub. We can record up to 
three numbers to associate with 
your account, including cell phones. 
We won't sell or share your contact 
information with anyone else.

By having your current phone 
number(s) on file, it will also help 
our automated outage reporting 
system to work efficiently. When 
you call in to report an outage, our 
automated system takes the phone 
number you are calling from and 
checks it against phone numbers 
we have on file in our account 
management system. If your 
number is on file, it makes outage 
reporting faster and more efficient.

Scholarships available for high school seniors
Fifteen scholarships of $2,000 
each are awarded to eligible high 
school seniors through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program.

Candidates are judged on the basis 

of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives.

Scholarship applications are due by 
December 31, 2022. The application 
and additional details are available 
online at cornbeltenergy.com.
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