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NET METERING AND COOPERATIVE PURCHASE 

OF EXCESS MEMBER OWNED GENERATION 

I. OBJECTIVE

• To encourage Member-owned on-site electric generation facilities using renewable

energy resources.

• Enhance the continued diversification of Illinois’ energy resource mix and protect 

the Illinois environment through the use of renewable fuel sources. 

• Honoring the Cooperative’s objective to provide equitably priced electricity to all

Members on a cooperative basis as required by the Illinois Not-for-Profit Act and

Revenue Code Section 501(c)(12).

• To provide a date certain for a second-generation Net Metering Program.

• Provide a second-generation Net Metering Program whereby the members get a

credit of monies up to their kVA minimum charge.

• To promote use of home battery installations.

• To provide options for Time of Use, or Electric Vehicle members.

• To credit member for excess energy in lieu of issuing a 1099.

II. DEFINITIONS

Applicable Billing Period means the time window in which energy and demand are

normally metered for Cooperative Members. This window in the case of smaller accounts 

relates to energy only and is a monthly billing period. In the case of larger accounts, the 

window as published in the appropriate rate schedule includes both demand and energy and 

has an applicable billing period of one hour. 

Eligible Cooperative Member means a Cooperative Member that owns or operates a 

solar, wind, or other Eligible Renewable Electrical Generating Facility with a rated capacity 

of less than 25 kilowatts (kW) that is located on the Member’s premises and is intended 

primarily to offset the Member’s own electric requirements by being connected to the 

Member’s electrical system. 

Eligible Renewable Electrical Generating Facility (EREGF) means a generator of less 

than 25 kW powered by solar electric energy, wind, dedicated crops grown for electricity 

generation, anaerobic digestion of livestock or food processing waste, fuel cells or micro 

turbines powered by renewable fuels, or hydroelectric energy. 

Net Metering means the measurement of electricity in both the forward and reverse 

directions, and billed per the Methodologies outlined in this policy, during the Applicable 
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Billing Period to an Eligible Cooperative Member.  Corn Belt may elect to Net Metering 

Eligible Cooperative Members having systems greater than 23 kW after June 1, 2023, 

subject to Wabash Valley Power Alliance Policies. 

III. APPLICABILITY

This Net Metering policy applies to Eligible Cooperative Members that choose to

interconnect and operate their Eligible Renewable Electrical Generating Facilities in 

parallel with the Cooperative’s distribution system. 

IV. PROVISIONS

1. The Eligible Cooperative Member shall first comply with the provisions of the

Cooperative’s Policy 600-7 Interconnection and Parallel Operation of Distributed

Generation.

2. As described in the Interconnection and Parallel Operation Policy, the Cooperative will

install and maintain special metering equipment capable of measuring the flow of

electricity at the same rate and ratio both into and out of the Member’s facility. The

expense of this special metering equipment will be the responsibility of the Eligible

Cooperative Member.

3. Specialty rates such as the electric heat rate, an interruptible rate, or interruptible riders

for devices are excluded from the Net Metering Program when installing distributed

generation, except as may otherwise be noted in the specific rate.

4. For EREGFs with a nameplate rating of less than 25 kW, the Cooperative shall measure

and charge or credit for the net electricity supplied to Eligible Cooperative Members

or provided by Eligible Cooperative Members as outlined in the Billing Methodologies

Section V.

5. For Member generation with a nameplate rating of more than 25 kW, either the

Cooperative’s power supplier or a third-party power purchaser shall be responsible to

compensate the Member for generation output.

6. For Member generation with a nameplate rating of 25 kW or less, all renewable

energy credits, greenhouse gas emission credits and renewable energy attributes related

to any excess electricity produced by the Eligible Renewable Electrical Generating

Facility and delivered to the Cooperative shall be treated as owned by the Eligible

Cooperative Member.

7. The Cooperative shall provide Net Metering to Eligible Cooperative Members as

described in this policy. Annually, the Cooperatives Board of Directors will review this

policy for any future applicability.
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8. This policy is subject to all federal, state and local laws, the Cooperative’s articles of

incorporation, bylaws and existing policies and the terms and conditions of the

Cooperative’s existing power supply contracts and loan agreements. To the extent any

provision of this policy conflicts with those obligations, the provisions of this policy

are deemed null and void.

V. BILLING METHODOLOGIES

1. The following represents the first-generation Net Metering program, commonly referred 

to as NM 1.0.  To qualify Member must have submitted (or their contractor) a complete 

application – for interconnection no later than April 16, 2023.  In addition, the member 

must have executed an interconnection agreement and returned the agreement to Corn 

Belt by April 30, 2023.  Lastly the system must pass field commissioning tests by June 

1, 2023.

A. If the amount of electricity produced by a Member during the Applicable 
Billing Period exceeds the amount of electricity used by the Member during 
that billing period, the cooperative will apply a 1:1 kilowatt hour credit to the 
Member’s account for the net electricity supplied to the Cooperative.  The 
Cooperative shall carry over any excess kilowatt hour credits earned during a 
billing period and apply those credits to subsequent billing periods to offset 
any Member generator consumption in those billing periods until all credits 
are used or cleared out at the end of the calendar year.

B. If the amount of electricity used by the Member during the Applicable Billing 

Period exceeds the amount of electricity produced by the Member, the 

Member will have an obligation for the net electricity that has been supplied 

to and used by the Member.  This obligation will first be reduced by any 

excess kilowatt-hour credits that the Member has from previous months in 

the quarter and the balance if any will be billed to the Member at the retail 
rate the Member would be charged if the Member was not a Net Metering 
Member.

C. At the end of the calendar year that service is supplied by means of Net 
Metering, or in the event that the Member terminates service with the 
Cooperative during the calendar year, any remaining kWh credits in the 
Member’s account shall expire.

2. The following represents the second-generation Net Metering program, commonly         
referred to as NM 2.0.  This is for all members executing a new Interconnection 

Agreement after April 30, 2023.
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A. If the amount of electricity produced by the Member exceeds the amount

of electricity used by the Member during any point in time, the

cooperative will provide a bill credit in an amount equal to .035 $/kwh for

each kilowatt of energy supplied to the Cooperative. The rate will be

evaluated annually corresponding with changes to energy and demand

costs of the cooperative.   The bill credit will sum during the Applicable

Billing Period and be provided as a credit to that bill.  In the event the

credit exceeds the Members cost of energy for the Applicable Billing

Period the Minimum Monthly Charges will apply, see Section VI for

details.

B. If the amount of electricity used by the Member exceeds the amount of

electricity produced by the Member at any point in time, the Member will

have an obligation for the electricity that has been supplied to and use by

the Member.  The electricity used will sum during the Applicable Billing

Period and be paid at the applicable rate.

Methodology ensures that Members do not surrender any energy to the

Cooperative, subject to minimum monthly charges outlined in Section VI

below.

VI:         MINIMUM MONTHLY CHARGE 

1. The Members Minimum Monthly Charge as outlined in the Members applicable rate

is generally described below, and is the higher of:

A. The Minimum Monthly Charge specified in the Contract for Electric Service at

the       service location; or

B. Minimum Monthly Charge equal to the Facility Charge specified in the Consumer’s

applicable electric rate tariff plus 75¢ for each additional kVA above that stipulated in

the specific member rate.

VII:  APPROVED 

 June 27, 2008 

VIII: AMENDED 

          March 30, 2020 

          January 28, 2022 




